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F R I DAY, S E P T E M B E R 19

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
SUBJECT TO CHANGE

All Day Historic Highlanders Near Dance Tent

All Day Byre Farm - Highland Cattle Grassy Area Near Piper’s Pub

All Day Colin Campbell Pop Up Locations 

All Day Johnny Gauld “The Caledonian Cowboy” Pop Up Locations 

All Day Street Curling Outside Octagon Lodge

All Day Family Golf Area                                    Octagon Lodge

All Day Kid’s Games & Scottish Fun Building Near Dance Stage

All Day Charlie Zahm Outside Governor’s Lodge

9:45 AM The Rollin Drones Concert Tent

10:00 AM Coat of Arms Presentation Parade Square

10:30 AM Sheep Dog Trials Sheep Dog/Athletic Field

10:30 AM Gaelic Lessons with Ian Gauthier Parade Square Try It Tent 

10:30 AM Bagpiping with Gibsons Bagpipes Across From Octagon Lodge

10:30 AM Scottish Fish Governor’s Lodge

10:30 AM The Rebel Collective Piper’s Pub

10:50 AM Albannach Concert Tent

11:00 AM Whisky & Spirits Tasting Whisky Tent

11:00 AM Byre Farm with Scottish Highland Cattle Parade Square

11:00 AM Gary Maclean - Glasgow’s 850th Anniversary Seasons Room

11:00 AM Stone Lifting: Ryan Stewart Outside Governor’s Lodge

11:30 AM Rakish Governor’s Lodge

11:30 AM Pipe Dream Piper’s Pub

11:45 AM Ronald Collins - Genealogy Lafayette Room

11:55 AM Tartan Terrors Concert Tent

12:00 PM Whisky Master Class Hancock Room

12:15 PM Highland Dance Dance Tent Stage 
THIS LOCATION ON FRI ONLY

12:30 PM Harp Workshop Kinsman Room

12:30 PM Snare Drumming - Michael Eagle Seasons Room

12:30 PM Gaelic Lessons with Ian Gauthier Parade Square Try It Tent
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A SEPARATE TICKET IS REQUIRED FOR THESE EVENTS
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F R I DAY, S E P T E M B E R 19

12:30 PM Isabel Oliart Governor’s Lodge

12:30 PM Jordan TW Trio Piper’s Pub

1:00 PM Beer Tasting Children’s Center

1:00 PM Johnny Gauld “The Caledonian Cowboy” Lafayette Room

1:00 PM The Rollin Drones Concert Tent

1-3 PM Scottish Story Time with Pamela Walters-White Children’s Building 
Near Dance Tent

1:30 PM Scottish Country Dance Parade Square

1:30 PM Bagpiping with Gibsons Bagpipes Across From Octagon Lodge

1:30 PM Scottish Fish Governor’s Lodge

1:30 PM The Rebel Collective Piper’s Pub

2:00 PM Whisky Master Class Hancock Room

2:00 PM Whisky & Spirits Tasting Whisky Tent

2:00 PM Gary Maclean - Food from the Shetland Islands Seasons Room

2:00 PM Highland Dance Dance Tent Stage

2:05 PM Albannach Concert Tent

2:15 PM Ronald Collins - Genealogy Lafayette Room

2:15 PM Mas-wrestling aka “Swingle Tree” Outside Governors Lodge

2:30 PM Harp Performance: Rachel Clemente Kinsman Room

2:30 PM King of the Mountain Stonelifting Challenge Athletic Field

2:30 PM Rakish Governor’s Lodge

2:30 PM Pipe Dream Piper’s Pub

3:00 PM Beer Tasting Children’s Center

3:00 PM Byre Farm - Highland Cattle Grassy Area Near Piper’s Pub

3:00 PM Drum Major: Billy Jordan Parade Square with Dowels

3:00 PM Gaelic Lessons with Ian Gauthier Parade Square Try It Tent

3:00 PM Touch-a-Harp Kinsman Room 
at Mountain Club Loon

3:00 PM Sing Along: Flower of Scotland Charlie Zahm Tent

3:10 PM Tartan Terrors Concert Tent

3:30 PM Laura Goodman Video: The Story of James VI of Scotland /1 of England Seasons Room

3:30 PM Colin Russell - Clan Heraldry Lafayette Room

3:30 PM Bagpiping with Gibsons Bagpipes Across From Octagon Lodge
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All Day Historic Highlanders Near Dance Tent

All Day Byre Farm - Highland Cattle Grassy Area Near Piper’s Pub

All Day Colin Campbell Pop Up Locations 

All Day Johnny Gauld “The Caledonian Cowboy” Pop Up Locations 

All Day Street Curling Outside Octagon Lodge

All Day Family Golf Area                                    Octagon Lodge

All Day Kid’s Games & Scottish Fun Building Near Dance Stage

All Day Charlie Zahm Outside Governor’s Lodge

8:00 AM Pre-Premier & Pre-Championship: Highland Dance Dance Tent

8:00 AM NE Solo Piping and Drumming Championships Lower Hillside

9:00 AM NE Novice Fiddle Championship Children’s Center

9:30 AM Harp Workshop Kinsman Room

9:30 AM Caledonian Clash Athletic Field

9:30 AM Drum Major Competition Parade Square

10:00 AM Gary Maclean - Highland Games and Festivals Seasons Room

10:00 AM Laura Goodman Video: The Story of James VI of Scotland / 1 of England Lafayette Room

10:00 AM Stone Lifting: Ryan Stewart Outside Governor’s Lodge

10:00 AM Isabel Oliart Governor’s Lodge

10:00 AM Jordan TW Trio Piper’s Pub

F R I DAY, S E P T E M B E R 19

S AT U R DAY, S E P T E M B E R 20

3:30 PM Highland Dance Dance Tent Stage 
THIS LOCATION ON FRI ONLY

3:30 PM Isabel Oliart Governor’s Lodge

4:00 PM Beat It, Drum class:  Jo-Ann Belanger Parade Square Try It Tent

4:00 PM Haggis Toss Parade Square

4:10 PM Albannach Concert Tent

4:15 PM The Rebel Collective Piper’s Pub

6:30 PM Scottish Stories & Spirits with Johnny Gauld Whisky Tent

7:00 PM Cracking Ceilidh Seasons Room

7:00 PM Piobaireachd Competition Jean’s Playhouse - Lincoln

8:00 PM Scottish Stories & Spirits with Johnny Gauld Whisky Tent
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COMPETITION

COMPETITION

COMPETITION

COMPETITION

COMPETITION

PHOTO OP

MUSIC

MUSIC

TRY IT



50th NH Highland Games & Festival40

S AT U R DAY, S E P T E M B E R 20

10:00 AM Tartan Terrors Concert Tent

10:30 AM Bagpiping with Gibsons Bagpipes Across From Octagon Lodge

11:00 AM Whisky & Spirits Tasting Whisky Tent

11:00 AM Clan Parade & Roll Call Parade Square

11:00 AM Highland Dance Parade Square Try It Tent

11:00 AM Touch-a-Harp Kinsman Room  
at Mountain Club Loon

11:00 AM Scottish Fish Governor’s Lodge

11:00 AM The Rebel Collective Piper’s Pub

11:05 AM The Rollin Drones Concert Tent

11:15 AM NE Regional Junior Open Fiddle Championship Children’s Center

11:15 AM Ronald Collins - Genealogy Lafayette Room

11:15 AM Mas-wrestling aka “Swingle Tree” Outside Governors Lodge

11:30 AM Snare Drumming - Michael Eagle Seasons Room

12:00 PM Whisky Master Class Hancock Room

12:00 PM NE Highland Dance Championship Dance Tent

12:00 PM Caber Toss Athletic Field

12:00 PM Opening Ceremonies/Massed Bands Parade Square

12:00 PM Rakish Governor’s Lodge

12:00 PM Pipe Dream Piper’s Pub

12:10 PM Albannach Concert Tent

12:30 PM Collette Tours: NHSCOT’s Discover Scotland & Lore & Legends Trips Lafayette Room

12:30 PM Touch-a-Harp Building Near Dance Stage

1-3 PM Scottish Story Time with Pamela Walters-White Children’s Building  
Near Dance Tent

1:00 PM NE Pipe Band Championship Parade Square

1:00 PM Gary Maclean- Glasgows 850th Anniversary Seasons Room

1:00 PM Scottish Country Dance Workshop Octagon Lodge Patio

1:00 PM TRY IT - Gaelic Lessons with Ian Gauthier Building Near Dance Stage

1:00 PM Isabel Oliart Governor’s Lodge

1:00 PM Jordan TW Trio Piper’s Pub

1:15 PM Tartan Terrors Concert Tent
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S AT U R DAY, S E P T E M B E R 20

1:30 PM NE Pipe Band Championship Parade Square

1:30 PM TRY IT- Highland Dance Building Near Dance Stage

1:30 PM Bagpiping with Gibsons Bagpipes Across From Octagon Lodge

1:45 PM Ronald Collins - Genealogy Lafayette Room

2:00 PM Whisky Master Class Hancock Room

2:00 PM Whisky & Spirits Tasting Whisky Tent

2:00 PM Beat It, Drum class: Jo-Ann Belanger Parade Square Try It Tent 

2:00 PM Scottish Fish Governor’s Lodge

2:00 PM The Rebel Collective Piper’s Pub

2:15 PM Stone Lifting: Ryan Stewart Outside Governors Lodge

2:20 PM The Rollin Drones Concert Tent

2:30 PM NE Regional Open Fiddle Championship Children’s Center

2:30 PM Piping World Record Registration Parade Square

2:30 PM Snare Drumming - Michael Eagle Seasons Room

3:00 PM Johnny Gauld “The Caledonian Cowboy” Lafayette Room

3:00 PM Sing Along: Flower of Scotland Charlie Zahm Tent

3:00 PM Drum Major: Billy Jordan Parade Square 

3:00 PM Highland Dance Parade Square Try It Tent 

3:00 PM Rakish Governor’s Lodge

3:00 PM Pipe Dream Piper’s Pub

3:30 PM Bagpiping with Gibsons Bagpipes Across From Octagon Lodge

3:30 PM Mas-wrestling aka “Swingle Tree” Outside Governor’s Lodge

3:45 PM Albannach Concert Tent

4:00 PM Harp Circle Mountain Club Lobby

4:00 PM Whisky Master Class Hancock Room

4:00 PM Gary Maclean - Food from the Shetland Islands Seasons Room

4:00 PM Gaelic Lessons with Ian Gauthier Parade Square Try It Tent

4:30 PM Charlie Zahm - The Musical Tales of Scotland Lafayette Room

4:50 PM The Rollin Drones Concert Tent

5:00 PM Massed Bands & Awards Ceremony Parade Square
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All Day Historic Highlanders Near Dance Tent

All Day Byre Farm - Highland Cattle Grassy Area Near Piper’s Pub

All Day Colin Campbell Pop Up Locations 

All Day Johnny Gauld “The Caledonian Cowboy” Pop Up Locations 

All Day Street Curling Outside Octagon Lodge

All Day Family Golf Area                                    Octagon Lodge

All Day Kid’s Games & Scottish Fun Building Near Dance Stage

All Day Charlie Zahm Outside Governor’s Lodge

8:00 AM White Mtn Premiership, National Dances & Choreography Dance Tent

8:30 AM Amateur Piping and Drumming Competitions Lower Hillside

8:30 AM The Royal (Multi) Mile Hill Run Athletic Field

9:00 AM Kirkin’ of the Tartans Concert Tent

9:00 AM Blessing of the Bairns Concert Tent

9:00 AM Worship Service Concert Tent

9:30 AM Novice & Amateur Scottish Harp Kinsman Room

10:00 AM Caledonian Clash Athletic Field

10:00 AM Drum Major Workshop Parade Square

10:00 AM Gary Maclean - Food from the Shetland Islands Seasons Room

10:00 AM Colin Russell - Clan Heraldry Lafayette Room

10:00 AM Byre Farm - Highland Cattle Grassy Area Near Piper’s Pub

5:00 PM Piping World Record Attempt Parade Square

5:30 PM Highland Brews & Bites Woodstock Station

7:00 PM Cape Breton Dinner & Concert Indian Head Resort

7:00 PM Mixology Mountain Club on Loon

7:30 PM Saturday Night Concert - Albannach & Tartan Terrors Concert Tent

8:00 PM Harp Concert Featuring Rachel Clemente, NH Highland Harp 
Ensemble, and Friends Kinsman Room

8:30 PM Cape Breton Concert Only Indian Head Resort

S AT U R DAY, S E P T E M B E R 20
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S U N DAY, S E P T E M B E R 21

10:00 AM Mas-wrestling aka “Swingle Tree” Outside Governors Lodge

10:00 AM Tartan Terrors Concert Tent

10:30 AM Rakish Governor’s Lodge

10:30 AM The Rebel Collective Piper’s Pub

11:00 AM Fiddle Workshop with Judge Children’s Center

11 AM-1 PM Scotch Ale Competition Tasting Whisky Tent

11:00 AM Regimental Drum Major Contest Parade Square

11:05 AM The Rollin Drones Concert Tent

11:15 AM Ronald Collins - Genealogy Lafayette Room

11:15 AM Stone Lifting: Ryan Stewart Outside Governors Lodge

11:30 AM Quartet Medley Challenge Contest Parade Square

11:30 AM Snare Drumming - Michael Eagle Seasons Room

11:30 AM Isabel Oliart Governor’s Lodge

11:30 AM Jordan TW Trio Piper’s Pub

12:00 PM Caber Toss Athletic Field

12:10 PM Albannach Concert Tent

12:15 PM Public Fiddle Rally Children’s Center

12:15 PM Highland Dance Parade Square Try It Tent

12:30 PM NE Scottish Harp Open Championship Kinsman Room

12:30 PM Service Band Contest Parade Square

12:30 PM Johnny Gauld “The Caledonian Cowboy” Lafayette Room

12:30 PM Scottish Fish Governor’s Lodge

12:30 PM Pipe Dream Piper’s Pub

1-3 PM Scottish Story Time with Pamela Walters-White Children’s Building  
Near Dance Tent

1:00 PM Drum Corp (Drumline) Challenge Contest Parade Square

1:00 PM Gary Maclean - Glasgow’s 850th Anniversary Seasons Room

1:00 PM Scottish Country Dance Workshop Octagon Lodge Patio

1:00 PM Try It - Gaelic Lessons with Ian Gauthier Children’s Area - Near Dance Tent

1:15 PM Tartan Terrors Concert Tent

1:30 PM Quartet Medley Challenge Contest Parade Square
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1:30 PM Bagpiping with Gibsons Bagpipes Across From Octagon Lodge

1:30 PM Mas-wrestling aka “Swingle Tree” Outside Governors Lodge

1:30 PM Rakish Governor’s Lodge

1:30 PM The Rebel Collective Piper’s Pub

1:30PM-3PM Scotch Ale Competition Tasting Whisky Tent

1:45 PM Ronald Collins - Genealogy Lafayette Room

2:00 PM Byre Farm - Highland Cattle Grassy Area Near Piper’s Pub

2:00 PM TRY IT Highland Dance Children’s Area - Near Dance Tent

2:20 PM The Rollin Drones Concert Tent

2:30 PM Pipe Band Medley Challenge Contest Parade Square

2:30 PM Charlie Zahm - The MUSICal Tales of Scotland Lafayette Room

2:30 PM Snare Drumming - Michael Eagle Seasons Room

2:45 PM Beat It, Drum class:  Jo-Ann Belanger Parade Square Try It Tent 

3:00 PM Competition Awards Athletic Field

3:00 PM Drum Major: Billy Jordan Parade Square 

3:00 PM Sing Along: Flower of Scotland Charlie Zahm Tent

3:00 PM Stone Lifting: Ryan Stewart Outside Governors Lodge

3:15 PM Gather to Go March in Parade Children’s Area
Near Dance Tent

3:30 PM Grand Finale Parade: Line Up at From Mountain Club to Parade Square Parade Square

3:30 PM Gary Maclean - Highland Games and Festivals Seasons Room

3:30 PM Mas-wrestling aka “Swingle Tree” Outside Governors Lodge

3:30 PM Bagpiping with Gibsons Bagpipes Across From Octagon Lodge

3:30 PM Gaelic Lessons with Ian Gauthier Parade Square Try It Tent

3:30 PM Isabel Oliart Governor’s Lodge

3:30 PM Jordan TW Trio Piper’s Pub

3:45 PM Albannach Concert Tent

4:00 PM Parade Followed by Awards and Closing Ceremonies Parade Square

4:15 PM Scottish Fish Governor’s Lodge

4:15 PM Pipe Dream Piper’s Pub
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TRY IT DESCRIPTIONS
BAIRNS & WEANS  Octagon Lodge & Building 

near Dance Tent
We invite laddies and lassies ages five 
to pre-teens (along with their parent(s)) 
to participate in games and activities all 
weekend. Children can play mini golf in 
the Octagon Lodge, take part in fun crafts, 
experience Try It classes tailored just for 
them or join in a competitive game of 
“Haggis Toss”. 

BAIRNS & WEANS - PASSPORT 
PROGRAM

Information Tent We welcome laddies and lassies ages five 
to pre-teen to participate in the Passport 
Program. Children can collect passport 
stamps as they visit various Games venues.  
Passports are available in the Information 
Tent and at the Bairns & Weans building.

BEAT IT, DRUM CLASS:  JO-ANN 
BELANGER

TRY IT TENT 
Near Parade Square

Interested in tenor drumming with a pipe 
band? A hands on drumming class for 
potential drummers.

CEILIDH DANCING: PATRICIA 
TILLOTSON

Parade Square Dance with us - Learn tae Fling in this 
ceilidh with the Scottish Country Dance 
Group which is open to all comers.

CURLING Octagon Lodge Patio near 
Boyle’s Break House

Curling is considered one of the oldest 
team sports and was played in Scotland 
and northern Europe as early as the 16th 
century. The sport was brought to Canada 
and other countries with winter climates, 
by Scottish emigrants and was one of the 
first sports that was popular with women 
and girls. Here’s your chance to Try It!

DRUM MAJOR: BILLY JORDAN Parade Square So you want to lead the band? This Try It 
class will help explain the essential roles of 
the Drum Major.

GAELIC LESSONS: IAN GAUTHIER TRY IT TENT 
Near Parade Square

Let’s learn a bit of Scottish Gaelic together 
with Ian Gauthier of the Catamount Pipe 
Band! We have 45 minute classes for 
adults, or 30 minute kids classes. You may 
find yourself singing a tune in Gaelic by 
the end!

HARP: RACHEL CLEMENTE Kinsman Room, 
Mountain Club

Touch-a-harp opportunities for adults and 
children on Saturday. Stop by and learn 
about these beautiful instruments. 
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TRY IT DESCRIPTIONS
HIGHLAND DANCE: NHSCOT 
DANCE INSTRUCTORS AMY 
HOLDSWORTH & BETH LABELLE

TRY IT TENT 
Near Parade Square

Try a part of Scottish culture and 
appreciate the athleticism and art of the 
Highland dancer.

MAS-WRESTLING AKA  
“SWINGLE TREE” 

Athletic TRY IT AREA A Highland test of strength, the Swingle 
Tree - Athletes sit in front of each other 
heel to heel, prop their feet against a 
wooden board, and pull on a stick.  

SNARE DRUMMING: 
MICHAEL EAGLE OF RHYTHM 
MONSTER

Mountain Club -  
Seasons Room

Never played drums? No problem! Come 
to the Mountain Club Seasons Room and 
Rhythm Monster provides the drumsticks, 
drum pad and percussion instructions via 
video screen. “It’s never too late, and there 
are no age limits! We guide you step-by-
step in exploring … drumming cultures and 
styles, regardless of your previous musical 
experience.”  

STONE LIFTING: RYAN STEWART Athletic TRY IT AREA Ryan Stewart is a two time professional 
US Highland Games National Champion. 
He will share some of the secrets to the 
ancient art of stone lifting. So much fun to 
participate - or just to watch!

PIPING: ERYK BEAN AND GIBSON 
BAGPIPES AND THE PIPES AND 
DRUMS OF NHSCOT

Across from Octagon Lodge A simple introduction to the bagpipes - 
learn about this iconic Scottish instrument 
and test your pipes with a practice chanter.



50th NH Highland Games & Festival28

SEMINARS & SPEAKERS
JEFFREY PATTERSON AND HELEN COSTELLO OF THE BYRE FARM
Jeffrey and Helen join us this year with their 4-H helpers and their delightful and very friendly Scottish Highland 
coos. Stop by and visit them near Piper’s Pub for a pat and maybe a photo or two. The cows are happy to pose 
with you. 

JOHNNY GAULD “THE CALEDONIAN COWBOY” 
Johnny ‘Caledonian Cowboy’ Gauld is the enthusiastically humorous and engaging piper/poet, writer, adventurer 
and all round Scottish raconteur, whose tales, songs, stories and poems are the perfect antidote to whatever ails 
you! Johnny will be speaking about his adventures and hikes taking him from Scotland, then to those lands where 
the Scots washed up, before going back to the very beginning and travelling the Celtic trail.

LAURA GOODMAN
Laura Goodman is a professional historian, guide, and storyteller from Scotland! A favorite of the NHSCOT staff, 
Laura will enthrall you with tales of long ago Scotland. Who would believe history could be so entertaining?!  
Seminar stories include the story of James VI of Scotland/ I of England. Join Laura to find out more about this 
King, often referred to as the “Wisest Fool in Christendom”, hear about his dreams of a united Britain, his domestic 
affairs, his personal grief, and how, his death when it came, was said by the superstitious, to have brought an end 
to the “Curse of the Stewarts”..or did it!?

RONALD COLLINS
Explore your roots with Scottish Genealogy expert, Ronald Collins. Ronald has written over thirteen history, 
genealogy and literary books. Ronald will be sharing sources that will be useful in digging deeper in your  
family history. 

CHARLIE ZAHM
Charlie Zahm is an American singer and player of Celtic, maritime and traditional American music. Zahm sings 
baritone, and plays guitar, tin whistle, and the bodhran, among other instruments. 

The Musical Tales of Scotland: Historic and Romantic: Join historian and balladeer Charlie Zahm for an 
enchanting journey through Scottish history, with stops along the way for stories of battle and Border wars, love 
and leaving the land, family, fortune, and forgotten castles----as the history comes alive through the music, and 
the songs mean so much more once we know the stories behind them.

COLLETTE TOURS: NHSCOT SCOTLAND TRIP WITH ANDREW LEIGHTON & SANDY DELUDE
Interested in traveling to Scotland with NHSCOT? Join us to watch a travelogue from one of our past trips and 
learn about how you can experience Scotland firsthand on a tour with NHSCOT during our upcoming Discover 
Scotland tour, featuring the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo (August 1 – 10, 2026).

COLIN RUSSELL
Colin is Community Podiatrist with the National Health Service in Scotland. Outside of his professional work he 
was appointed Falkland Pursuivant Extraordinary in September 2021 and Advanced to Bute Pursuivant in Ordinary 
in 2024. Officer of Arms to his Majesty King Charles III. Colin serves as the Social Secretary in the Heraldry Society 
of Scotland and is the Commander and Assistant Director of Ceremonies in the Priory of Scotland the Most 
Venerable Order of St. John of Jerusalem.

CULINARY CLASSES WITH GARY MACLEAN, SCOTLAND’S NATIONAL CHEF
Join Scotland’s National Chef, Gary Maclean, for a series of relaxed and enjoyable live cookery demonstrations. 
Gary will be showcasing simple, delicious Scottish dishes while sharing stories and tips along the way. Whether 
you’re new to Scottish food or already a fan, these sessions are a great chance to learn more and see some 
fantastic recipes come to life.
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